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In fact, Elizabeth never revealed her gift of statesmanship
more clearly; and if proof were needed, she had only to point
to Scotland, where not many months before, Mary's tragic mis-
take in marriage had culminated in horror and in ruin. The
supreme need of the country was not, as Cecil and others
thought, a royal child to settle the vexed and threatening ques-
tion of the succession, but salvation from civil and religious
war; and the predisposing conditions to this were faction among
the nobility and diversity of faith among the people. Even if he
came as a Protestant King, the Archduke would probably have
deepened party spirit; as a Catholic, how could trouble have
been avoided? The godly were bound to arise, as in Scotland,
with their cry, * Shall that idol be suffered again within the
realm?' Indeed, only a month or so back, a man had gone up to
the altar in the Queen's Chapel while the service was in progress
and cast down the cross and candlesticks, stamping upon them
and denouncing them. He may have been mad - for that reason
he was pardoned, only to repeat the offence - but there were
hundreds similarly mad. On the other hand, the Catholics were
certain to resort to the Archduke, seeking first to make him
discontented with the restrictions on himself, and afterwards
with those on his fellow-believers. And so by degrees the
throne, the Court, and the country would be rent in two, and
England follow its neighbours - France, the Netherlands, and
Scotland - those "present examples round about her' which, as
Elizabeth told the Emperor, led her to refuse the Archduke's
request.

No doubt, during these last four years of negotiation, the
woman in Elizabeth had often been unsettled by the constant
presence of Leicester. But it was as a Queen that she had de-
cided to marry, and it was as a Queen that she now rejected the
terms of marriage. Marriage, Cecil told his son, is an action of
life like unto a stratagem of war, wherein a man can err but once.
He expressed his mistress's sentiments. It must have been a ques-
tion with Elizabeth whether a woman ruler could ever do other-
wise than err in marriage; whether, in fact, to be a success as
a Queen she might not have to be a Virgin Queen. Her sister's